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Mr. James Earl Ray 
#65477 

Brushy Mountain Prison 
Petros, Tennessee 37845 

Dear Mr. Ray: . • 


•JUL’ 6 £79 


Re: Appeal No. 9-1337 


You appealed from the action of the Federal Bureau of’ ” 

. ' v ®^i g ? tion on y° ur request for access to records taken -'-- 
tn 1978 from the Southern Motel after receipt of information 
from Sheriff Coleman and the file on the Alton, Illinois, 
bank robbery. • ' ..... 9 

As a result of discussions between Bureau personnel and 
members of my staff, a supplemental release of records is 
enclosed. After careful consideration of vour apoeal. I have 
otherwise decided to affirm the action in this case. 

• * bank robbery is the subject of ona*B*ureau main file 

from which you have received or been offered access to .all 
information with the exception of the identities of individuals 
contacted by or who provided information to the Bureau. 

5 U.S.C. 552(b) (7) (C) and (7) (D) . These pertain to investi- 
gatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which would, respectively, constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of the personal privacy of third parties and disclose 
the identities of confidential sources. This material is not , 
appropriate for discretionary release. •* 

. There were no records taken from the Southern Motel in 
1978. • Records reflecting the contact with Sheriff Coleman 
are enclosed. The identity of the individual from -the Alabama ' 
Hotel & Motel Association will continue to be withheld pur- 
suant to 5 U. S ,C . 552 (b) (7) (C) . This item cannot be the 
subject of a discretionary release. ..... 

Vour letter of. June 12, 1979, expands the scope of your 
initial request' to' include documents taken from the motel 
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T>rio r ^o“X978, as well as any materials .reflecting the" investi- 
i«R° n S5- y ° Ur whereabou ts on March 30 , March 31 . and April 1, ~ 

. 1968 . - This new request has been referred .to the" F.B.I. '• Kith ,=“= 

..respect to this new request, three readily retrievable documents - 
concerning the motel records were located and are enclosed.- 
Should you desire a hand search of the files foe other materials 
on the motel records or on the investigation into your where- ' 
abouts, you need merely so advise the Bureau and it will notify 
you of the search costs. > . • '• J 

- • • : r: . = • 

that i-:tfJ?. adVi e e yOU Vi ^ respect to all' of your requests 
that field offices have not been searched for records. It ' 

would appear that the most likely location of the motel records 
i? ^K e t Ja «?° n Fleld Office. It would be likely that a search 
of that office would be less costly than a search at Head- . . 
quarters. The F.B.I. also has indicated, with regard to your' 
broad request for records concerning your whereabouts, that 
virtually? all information in the ninety-three volumes of the 
King Assassination file would be included in this request. 

Copies of these documents will be made available to you, if 
you wish, upon payment of $ 2 , 177 . 40 , the cost of reproducing 
21,774 pages. If you wish to have either Bureau Headquarters • ' '• 
or the Jackson Field Office searched for the motel records, 
please advise those offices of any aliases under which you 
registered. • ** . 

• • Although I am aware that you 'have alrea’ay instituted suit 
in .this matter, I am required by law and departmental regula- 
tion to fully advise you of- your right to judicial review of 
my action. Such review is available .to you in the United' 

States District Court for the judicial district in which you 
reside, or in the District of Columbia, which -is also where 
the records you seek are located. 
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Enclosures 




